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Your Committee 
 
The ASSA NSW committee for 2012 is:  

 

President  Andrew McKellar 0430 717 622  toymax@sportsedan.com.au 

¶ Emails/Mailouts/Newsletter 

 

Vice President  Chris Jackson  0409 209 480  jacksonc@internode.on.net 

¶ MRAP Delegate 

 

Secretary  Mick Johnson  0433 155 188  mick@mickjohnson.com.au 

 

Treasurer  Herbert Gattermeier 9879 7557   hergat@bigpond.com 

 

Committee  Jeff Brown  0418 640 495  brownjt@tpg.com.au 

¶ Official Point Scorer 

 

Committee  Anthony Macready 0421 010 380  anthony@agmengineering.com.au 

¶ Publicity Officer 

¶ National Series Liaison 

 

Committee  Erik Gattermeier 0408 296 501  info@bavariacars.com.au 

¶ Membership Officer 

 

Committee  Geoff Whittaker 0424 532 735  redsracing@bigpond.com 

¶ NSW State/Club Competitor Liaison 

 

Committee  Sean Sullivan  0419 851 085  sean@sullivanmotorsport.com.au 

¶ Website Design & Maintenance 

¶ Club Apparel 

 

Committee  Nick Smith  0404 842 704  mr_boost_45psi@hotmail.com 

¶ Interstate Liaison 

  

 

Club Meetings are held at: 

 

O'Donoghue's Irish Pub (Upstairs function room) 

99 Great Western Highway, 

Emu Plains, NSW, 2750 

mailto:toymax@sportsedan.com.au
mailto:jacksonc@internode.on.net
mailto:mick@mickjohnson.com.au
mailto:hergat@bigpond.com
mailto:brownjt@tpg.com.au
mailto:anthony@agmengineering.com.au
mailto:info@bavariacars.com.au
mailto:redsracing@bigpond.com
mailto:mr_boost_45psi@hotmail.com
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ASSA (NSW) CALENDAR OF EVENTS 2012 

 

¶ *** No Committee Meeting in January *** 

 

¶ Tuesday 7
th
 February ï Committee Meeting 

 

¶ 23
rd

/24
th
/25

th
 February Support Category, 12-Hour Event, Bathurst 

 

¶ Tuesday 6
th
 March ï Committee Meeting, General Meeting 

 

¶ 31
st
 March/1

st
 April  NSW Round 1 Eastern Creek  

 

¶ Tuesday 3
rd

 April ï Committee Meeting 

 

¶ 28
th
/29

th
 April  NSW Round 2 Wakefield Park 

 

¶ Tuesday 1
st
 May ï Committee Meeting, General Meeting 

 

¶ Tuesday 5
th
 June ï Committee Meeting 

 

¶ 9
th
/10

th
 June NSW Round 3 Eastern Creek 

 

¶ Tuesday 3
rd

 July ï Committee Meeting 

 

¶ 14
th
/15

th
 July NSW Round 4 and Nationals Round 3 Eastern Creek ï Joint State/National Round    

 

¶ Tuesday 7
th
 August ï Committee Meeting, General Meeting 

 

¶ 11
th
/12

th
 August NSW Round 5 and 2 Litre Sports Sedans Round 4 Wakefield Park 

 

¶ Tuesday 4
th
 September ï Committee Meeting 

 

¶ 22
nd

/23
rd

 September NSW Round 6 Eastern Creek  

 

¶ Tuesday 2
nd

 October ï Committee Meeting 

 

¶ Tuesday 6
th
 November ï Committee Meeting 

 

¶ Friday 16
th
 November - Presentation Night 

 

¶ Tuesday 4
th
 December ï Committee Meeting, Annual General Meeting 
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 Presidentôs Report 
 

Welcome to our 6
th
 newsletter for 2012. Sports Sedans in NSW have been undergoing growth over the past 

couple of years, with this year being no different. With a lot of hard work going on behind the scenes by 

our committee members, it is no accident that our club and our category are continuing to be successful. It 

is without doubt that we have the best Sports Sedan racing in the country on show, bar none. The close 

racing throughout our fields at every race meeting, with a number of drivers in with a chance for the State 

Championship crown as we head towards the final round (as it was for the last 2 years), the continuing high 

grid numbers (we had 18 at Wakefield Park last weekend, which was more than the National series could 

field in their joint round in Queensland at the same time), the crowds of people heading for the fence to 

watch when the Sports Sedans are on track, the interest and comments from drivers of other categories 

generated by our cars and racing, and the fact that our club this year has more members than it has for many 

years all point to one thing: the hard work is starting to pay off. 

 

But we are not done yet. I think we can do more. We can continue to grow our category and build on the 

success so far. Yep, it needs more work. But it also needs a little input from our members, our competitors 

and our teams. What can anyone do? Pretty simple: encourage anyone you talk to, anyone you know, to 

come out and race their car with the NSW Sports Sedans. Put some effort into promoting our category, our 

sponsors and our club. It doesnôt take a lot to just talk to people about what a good time you have running 

with the Sports Sedans, so just get out there and do it. 

 

Of course thereôs always an element of ñwhatôs in it for meò? There is a lot to be gained. For a start, the 

more people out there enticing others to come racing, the more cars weôll have on track and the more fun 

youôll have racing. And the more cars we have on track, the better the spectacle for our category, our 

supporters and your potential sponsors. And while weôre talking of sponsors, why not do business where 

you can with any of our club sponsors? But thatôs not all. Like all good ideas, the way to get people 

interested and involved is to offer them money. So check out how you can be involved in shaping the future 

of NSW Sports Sedans later in this newsletter, with the possibility of scoring yourself $1,000é 

 

The Presentation Night plans are underway, with thanks to Helen and Sean Sullivan for once again 

organising the night. Please note that previous newsletters had an incorrect date for the Presentation Night. 

The correct date is Friday 16
th
 November, with the venue the same as last year ï Penrith Panthers. Further 

details and ticket information will be forthcoming soon, so keep the date free. 

 

The race report from Round 5 will be pretty short and sweet (compared to most that I write), due to me 

flying solo on the weekend and trying to get my own car sorted. I apologise for that, but it was unavoidable 

on this occasion. I have tried my best to fill in the blanks with what people have told me and the quality 

photos provided as usual from our Division 3 sponsor, Koen Photo. 

 

And finally, just a postscript from Chris Jacksonôs article on tyres in the last newsletter. I had the 

experience of dealing with David and the guys from Kumho Racing Tyres at Wakefield Park, after my car 

had some suspension issues that destroyed a set of front tyres. They could not have been more helpful, with 

technical advice, providing a pit lane service checking tyre pressures and temperatures and providing me 

with a set of tyres that were more than up to the task performance-wise. My car is by no means one of the 

fast ones out there, but their advice and the Kumho tyres helped it perform and handle better than it ever 

has. I know quite a few Sports Sedan guys are making the switch to Kumho, and I can understand why. I 

thoroughly recommend them. 

 

Cheers, 

 

Andrew McKellar 
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Race Report ï Round 5 
 

Round 5 of the Air Technology Australia New South Wales Sports Sedan Championship was held at 

Wakefield Park in typical August freezing, windy conditions.  There were 18 entries for this round, which 

is a fantastic effort from our competitors all things considered, and which helped to make the Sports Sedans 

once again the category to watch on the weekend. 

 

 
 

Erik Gattermeier was on track for his first ever race meeting, putting Herbertôs BMW 2002 through its 

paces (was it a coincidence that it happened while Herbert was overseas?). 

 

 
 

Garry Stevens also competed for the first time this season, proving fast in his Stevens Security Group 

Mazda RX7. 

 

 
 

Also joining the NSW ranks for this round were Victorian U2L drivers Steve Howard (Lightning 

Locksmiths Toyota Corolla), Scott Manson (Yournextcar.com.au BMW Mini Challenge) and David 

Runkel (Tracomp Trailers Proton Satria GTi). 
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Chris Jackson, Birol Cetin and Stuart Inwood had all made repairs to their cars after Round 4, but Scott 

Reed was unable to repair the Mustang in time for Wakefield Park and missed the event. Inwood came into 

the round with a slender 4-point lead in the State Championship and was hoping to stay in front by the end 

of the weekend. His Blatchôs Quality Smash Repairs Ford Falcon AU was sporting a new, centre mounted 

rear wing after the car was damaged during Round 4, but the qualifying session would be a test as to its 

effectiveness. 

 

 
 

 

Friday Practice 
 

Cold, overcast conditions with a strong tail wind along the main straight welcomed the cars for Friday 

practice, which most of the drivers participated in. There were no major incidents, although a few cars had 

spins and off-track excursions in the cold, gripless conditions. Steve Lacey had brake problems in the 

Primo Smallgoods/Macri Motors VK Commodore, with one incident seeing him buried in the gravel trap 

at turn 10, causing the session to be stopped while the car was recovered. Despite all attempts to get the car 

sorted, the problems persisted throughout the day and into Saturday qualifying. 

 

 
 

Andrew McKellar spent the day sorting through handling issues in the Air Technology Australia/AGM 

Engineering Toyota Soarer, with the car sporting a rear wing for the first time (with thanks to Geoffory 

Whittaker). Grip and lap times improved throughout the morning, but then dropped away in the afternoon 

with front suspension issues causing the car to slip into positive camber and delaminate the front tyres. The 

problem was identified and sorted with the assistance from the Kumho crew and the car was ready for 

qualifying with the handling good. 

 

 
 

Erik Gattermeier had electrical issues plaguing the BMW throughout the day, with the car intermittently 

running well, running bad and stalling throughout each session. He managed to get it to run OK for his 

Observed Licence Test, but continued to try and locate the problem throughout Friday and into Saturday. 
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Saturday Qualifying ï 15 minutes 
 

The qualifying session early on Saturday morning brought similar, cold weather conditions, with the cars 

struggling to get heat into tyres. It didnôt slow Chris Jackson down much, with the Kumho Race 

Tyres/Fuel 2 Race Holden Calibra setting a fastest time of 0:59.7629 to claim pole position. Jackson was 

the only driver to get under the 1-minute barrier, with Birol Cetin driving well in his Billyôs Automotive 

Services Chev Camaro to claim the other front row spot with a time of 1:00.2878, just ahead of the 

Interlloy Pty Ltd Nissan 300ZX of Anthony Macready in 3
rd

 at 1:00.9606. 

 

   
 

Sean Sullivan got the Sullivan Motorsport/ROH Wheels Chev Corvette C6 wound up, putting down an 

excellent time of 1:02.9474 to be 8
th
 position on the grid. 

 

 
 

Steve Laceyôs luck got no better, with his Commodore damaging a front strut and the brakes still playing 

up. He put in the mandatory 3 laps of qualifying before returning to the garage. The strut needed to be 

rebuilt, but despite several calls nobody in Goulburn was able to assist and the car was out for the weekend. 

With his lead in the Club Championship on the line, Lacey was able to source another car to run on Sunday, 

but was out for the rest of Saturday. 

 

 
 

Erik Gattermeierôs BMW continued to have electrical issues, his time of 1:09.1537 placing him 12
th
 on the 

grid. Steve Howard fared no better in his Corolla, with engine dramas seeing him only put in 2 slow 

qualifying laps and then having to justify to the stewards why he should be allowed to race. Sanity 

prevailed there and he would start Race 1 from the rear of the grid. 
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Race 1 ï 14 Laps 
 

 

 
 

Race 1 was on the program just before lunch, but the weather hadnôt really warmed up at all by that time. 

Both front row drivers got off to a good start, but it was Chris Jackson who would get the advantage and 

bolt into the lead. Garry Stevens had a good start in the Mazda RX7 from 9
th
 on the grid, overtaking several 

cars before spearing wide off the track at turn 2, rejoining the field in 14
th
 position and having to work his 

way back through. 

 

Geoffory Whittaker, Simon Copping and Stuart Inwood renewed their long running battle, with the two 

Commodores and the Falcon ensconced in a race-long battle. Steven Shiels in the Central West Driver 

Training Chev Camaro wasnôt far behind them, followed by Sean Sullivan in his Corvette and Erik 

Gattermeier in the BMW. With electrical dramas still causing hassles, Gattermeier retired after 3 laps, 

pitting the car in case the issue was causing long term engine damage. 

 

  
 

Meanwhile further back in the pack the Toyota Soarer of Andrew McKellar, Steve Howard in the Toyota 

Corolla and the BMW Mini of Scott Manson were involved in a close battle. McKellar was out after 7 laps 

however, with fuel starvation problems seeing him pit the Soarer. They could not be resolved and he was 

out for the rest of the day. 

 

   
 

Up the front Jackson had built a commanding lead over the field, with a gap to the Camaro of Birol Cetin 

and Anthony Macready maintaining 3
rd

 position. Geoffory Whittakerôs Redôs Racing Service Commodore 

was having brake issues and after defending 4
th
 position for most of the race he finally succumbed to Simon 

Copping in the Industrie Commodore and then on the last lap to the Falcon of Stuart Inwood. Garry 

Stevens had recovered from his lap 1 excursion and finished in 8
th
 place, ahead of Sean Sullivan in 9

th
. 
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Chris Jackson took the race win in his Kumho Race Tyres/Fuel 2 Race Holden Calibra, just ahead of Birol 

Cetinôs Camaro, with Cetin claiming the fastest lap of the race with a time faster than Jacksonôs pole 

position time in qualifying. Anthony Macready finished in 3
rd

 place in the Interlloy Pty Ltd Nissan 300ZX, 

but it proved to be damaging for the car, with a major engine issue seeing the car out for the rest of the 

weekend and ruining Macreadyôs hopes of taking the State Championship this year. 

 

   
 

 

U2L/Division 3 Race ï 8 Laps 
 

As is usual when the U2L cars come to town, an extra race was put on by Wakefield Park on Saturday 

afternoon. With Andrew McKellar out for the day, Division 3 runners Erik Gattermeier and David 

Cameron would take up the charge against the Victorian U2L cars. 

 

Most of the front-running drivers in the bigger cars donôt generally get to see the battles going on behind 

them on the track, but some took the opportunity to be entertained by spectating for this race. Based on lap 

times throughout the weekend, Erik Gattermeierôs BMW was entered as a Division 3 car and he started the 

race from the rear of the grid after his DNF in race 1. He had, however, through exhaustive work sourced 

the problem with the carôs electrics and sorted it out in time for this race. 

 

Gattermeier steamed into the race lead by the end of the first lap and was never challenged from there, with 

his BMW no truly on song and setting the fastest lap of the race, taking the race win and also setting a 

personal best lap time in the process. 

 

   
 



 

10 

The Subway Gemini of David Cameron and Steve Howardôs Lightning Locksmiths Toyota Corolla were 

engaged in a thrilling battle from beginning to end, with the two drivers exchanging fastest laps and 

positions throughout. In the end it was Cameron in front, finishing the race in 3
rd

 place with Howard just 

3/10ths behind in 4
th
. Scott Manson had driven his Yournextcar.com.au BMW Mini Challenge well to get 

ahead of Cameron and Howard, and then maintain a gap in front of them to finish in 2
nd

 place, with the 

field rounded out by David Runkel in his Tracomp Trailers Proton Satria GTi. 

 

   
 

   
 

 
Full resolution copies of these images plus others are available directly from Koen Photo on 0410 692 357.


